








Massachusetts General Laws 
CHAPTER 271: Section 7A 
 

Raffles and bazaars; conducted by certain organizations in City of Boston.</i> 
 

Section 7A. In this section the following words shall have the following meanings: 
 

“Raffle”, an arrangement for raising money by the sale of tickets, certain among which, 
as determined by chance after the sale, entitle the holders to prizes. 
 

“Bazaar”, a place maintained by the sponsoring organization for disposal by means of 
chance of one or both of the following types of prizes: (1) merchandise, of any value, (2) 
cash awards, not to exceed twenty-five dollars each. 
 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, raffles and bazaars may be promoted, 
operated and conducted under permits issued in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. 
 

No organization, society, church or club which conducts a raffle or bazaar under the 
provisions of this section shall be deemed to have set up and promoted a lottery and 
nothing in this chapter shall authorize the prosecution, arrest or conviction of any person 
connected with the operation of any such raffle or bazaar; provided, however, that 
nothing contained in this section shall be construed as permitting the game commonly 
known as “beano” or any similar game regardless of name. 
 

No raffle or bazaar shall be promoted, operated or conducted by any person or 
organization, unless the same is sponsored and conducted exclusively by (a) a veterans’ 
organization chartered by the Congress of the United States or included in clause (12) of 
section five of chapter forty of the General Laws; (b) a church or religious organization; 
(c) a fraternal or fraternal benefit society; (d) an educational or charitable organization; 
(e) a civic or service club or organization; and (f) clubs or organizations organized and 
operated exclusively for pleasure, recreation and other nonprofit purposes, no part of the 
net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any member or shareholder. Such 
organization shall have been organized and actively functioning as a nonprofit 
organization in the commonwealth for a period of not less than two years before it may 
apply for a permit. The promotion and operation of the raffle or bazaar shall be confined 
solely to the qualified members of the sponsoring organization and no such member shall 
receive remuneration in any form for time or effort devoted to the promotion or operation 
of such raffle or bazaar. All funds derived from any raffle or bazaar shall be used 
exclusively for the purposes stated in the application of the sponsoring organization 
which purposes shall be limited to educational, charitable, religious, fraternal or civic 
purposes or for veterans’ benefits. An organization which meets the qualifications 
required by this section and which desires to conduct or operate a raffle or bazaar within 
the commonwealth shall apply for a permit to conduct raffles and bazaars from the clerk 
of the city or town in which the raffle will be drawn or the bazaar held. The application 
form shall be approved by the commissioner of public safety and shall include the name 
and address of the applicant, the evidence on which the applicant relies in order to qualify 
under this section, the names of three officers or members of the organization who shall 
be responsible for the operation of the raffle or bazaar, and the uses to which the net 
proceeds will be applied. 






